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EvEn from thE age of five years old, Yu Jordy 
Fu’s creative talent was unmistakable. With 
her first solo exhibition a year later – at the 
Beijing Capital Museum in China – Jordy 
set the pace for a promising future. By the 
time she turned 20 the artist, architect and 
designer went on to publish two books of her 
work. And there was more to come…

These days, Jordy boasts an impressive 
CV of accolades, awards, exhibitions and 
job titles that far exceed expectations of 
the average 28-year-old. But then, there 
never has been anything average about this 
self-confessed “hyperactive” and incredibly 
prolific lady, with a strong lust for life and 
laughter. In her free time – what little of it she 

has – Jordy is just an ordinary girl with simple 
pleasures, such as tennis, yoga and spending 
time with friends, family and her dogs, but 
also enjoys an active social life with plenty of 
party buddies that can attest to that.

Jordy was born in Tandu, China into a very 
business-minded family, with both parents 
working and other family members also in 
finance. She laughs when she realizes what 
a juxtaposition this appears, but perhaps not 
so when you take time to appreciate her drive 
and ambition. This background provided her 
parents with the means to maximize their 
daughter’s talent and send her to some of 
the very best schools abroad, something for 
which Jordy is profoundly grateful. 

At the age of 16 she was accepted at St 
Martin’s College of Art and Design in London, 
where Jordy gained a three-dimensional 
aspect to her art and obtained a first-class 
degree in Spatial Design. “I felt a kind of 
awakening, like there was no limitation 
anymore.” She has since also been invited 
back, as a visiting lecturer. “The more I studied 
in London, the more I realized I wanted to use 
my artistic talent to do something better for 
others. So I started to think about studying 
architecture.” Then, without a background in 
architecture, previously unheard of, she went 
on to graduate from the prestigious Royal 
College of Art, also in London, as a Master of 
Arts in Architecture. 

Jordy has been both talented and lucky 
enough to be invited or commissioned to 
occupy some of the world’s most influential 
art spaces and exhibitions. The Tate Modern, 
Venice Biennale, Milan International Furniture 
Fair, 100% Design London, Southbank Centre 
London, British Council touring exhibition in 
China, London Fashion Week, Brit Insurance 
Design Awards are to name but a few. She 
also has upcoming installations in Hong 
Kong and China, yet still retains a gracious 
attitude to her success. “The Design Museum 
in London only exhibits the world’s greatest 
architects’ and designers’ work and somehow 
they picked me, although I was the youngest 

to ever exhibit there.”
Jordy’s art has been likened to the works of 

both Matisse and Picasso. “I never intended 
to emulate them; the influence was just a 
coincidence. Once while a BBC journalist 
was researching a documentary on Matisse, 
I was contacted regarding my papercutting 
technique, which Matisse practiced in his later 
years.” She grew up surrounded by the works 
of great artists, and from simple line drawings 
she added color and then dimension, as well 
as sound, light and motion, as her exposure 
grew and skills developed. 

It could have all turned out very differently. 
At age five she also developed an innate 
talent for playing the piano. “My parents 
wanted to send me to a music conservatory, 
but I didn’t want to go.” Thus, her path 
was carved, although Jordy, of course, still 
manages to incorporate her flair for music 
within her work and presentations. 

Fresh out of university, she secured a 
position with cutting-edge studio Future 
Systems (www.futuresystems.com) as a 
designer in London, tasked with projects 
like the Las Vegas Museum of Modern Art 
and the Shanghai Art Biennale. She pursued 
her career with the likes of Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill (www.som.com) and 
Ralph Appelbaum Associates (www.raany.
com), but now works as creative director 
with dwp (www.dwp.com) – the innovative 
international architecture and interior design 
firm – at their Bangkok headquarters. Her 
current projects span continents, yet those 
in China appear closest to her heart. 

Working on the menswear fashion brand’s 
Lilanz Creative Centre in Xiamen for dwp, 
she notes, “The client had the intention of 
bringing art and culture into their business… 
so I translated their vision into something 
physical. I think as artists, our role should be 
about making this world a better place and 
because I’m Chinese I want to do something 
to promote Chinese brands, to build things in 
China that can be an icon.”

Her current artworks, large and smaller 
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scale papercutting chandeliers, including 
her famous ‘Cloud Lamps’, stem back to her 
days at the Royal College. Always interested 
in fluid, simple lines and sustainability, 
Jordy chose to use recycled paper for 
her architectural models, instead of the 
conventionally used rigid card and acrylic. 
“At that time, I was invited to exhibit at the 
Venice Biennale, so I basically made this 
giant model of an architectural project with 
lighting, and immediately it was very popular. 
People asked where they could buy it, and so 
I developed it into a product – my collection 
of Cloud Lamps. Each lamp is actually an 
architectural space.” 

Art and architecture give her equal 
amounts of pleasure. For Jordy, career 
and personal interests are inextricably 
intertwined. “What I am trying to do is 
integrate art into architecture. Most of the 
time people think artists only produce works 
that go into someone’s home, gallery or 
museum and architects build boxes. I aspire 
to build beautiful things that can engage 
emotions, like artworks do.” 2

(Take a look at more of Jordy’s work at www.
jordyfu.com and www.jordyfu.co.uk/shop)
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